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Safety in the Chemistry Classroom

Chemistry is a laboratory science. During this course you will be doing many activities
in which safety is a factor. To ensure the safety of you and all students, the following
safety rules will be followed. You will be responsible for abiding by these rules at all
times. After reading the rules, you and a parent or guardian must sign a safety
contract acknowledging that you have read and understood the rules and will follow
them at all times. (See page xxxix.)

General Rules

1.

There will be no running, jumping, pushing, or other behavior considered
inappropriate in the science laboratory. You must behave in an orderly and
responsible way at all times.

Eating, drinking, chewing gum, or applying cosmetics is strictly prohibited.
All spills and accidents must be reported to your teacher immediately.

You must follow all directions carefully and use only materials and equipment
provided by your teacher. Only activities approved by your teacher may be carried
out in the chemistry laboratory.

No loose, hanging clothing is allowed in the laboratory; long sleeves must be
rolled up; bulky jackets, as well as jewelry, must be removed.

Never work in the lab unless your teacher or an approved substitute is present.

Identify and know the location of a fire extinguisher, fire blanket, emergency
shower, eyewash, gas and water shut-offs, and telephone.

Equipment Rules

1.
2.
3.

All equipment must be checked out and returned properly.
Do not touch any equipment until you are instructed to do so.

Do not use glassware that is broken or cracked. Alert your teacher to any
glassware that is broken or cracked.

Working with Chemicals

1.

Never touch or smell chemical unless specifically instructed to do so by your
teacher. Never taste chemicals.

Safety goggles must be worn at all times.

Carefully read all labels to make sure you are using the correct chemicals
and use only the amount of chemicals instructed by your teacher.
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4. Keep your hands away from your face and thoroughly wash with soap and water
before exiting the classroom.

5. Contact lenses can absorb certain chemicals. Advise your teacher if you wear
contact lenses.

6. Never add water to an acid and always add acid slowly to water.

7. Follow your teachers’ instructions for the correct disposal of chemicals. Do not
dispose of any chemical waste, including paper towels used for chemical spills,
in the trash basket or down a sink drain.

Flame Safety

1. Use extreme caution when using any type of flame. Keep your hands, hair, and
clothing away from flames.

2. Long hair must be tied back at all times.

3. Keep all flammable materials away from open flames. Some winter jackets are
extremely flammable and should be removed before entering the laboratory.

4. Always point the mouth of a test tube away from yourself or any other person
when heating a substance.

5. Extinguish the flame as soon as you are finished.

6. Always use heat-resistant gloves when working with an open flame.

Work Area

1. When working in the laboratory all materials should be removed from the
workstation except for instructions and data tables. Materials should not be
removed from the desktop to the floor as this is a hazard for someone walking
with glassware or chemicals.

2. The work area should be kept clean at all times. After completing an activity,
wipe down the area.

3. Notify your teacher of any spills immediately so they can be properly taken
care of.
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Safety Contract
The following contract may be reproduced and must be signed by each student and
a parent or guardian before participating in laboratory activities.

I have read Safety in the Chemistry Classroom and understand the requirements

fully. I recognize that there are risks associated with any chemistry activity and
acknowledge my responsibility in minimizing these risks by abiding by the safety rules
at all times.

Please list any known medical conditions or allergies:

I do / do not wear contact lenses. (Circle one)

Emergency phone contact:

Student signature Date
Parent or guardian Date
Teacher Date
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