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For use with Communication, Chapter 6, ACTIVITY 1: Lenses and Ray Optics

FOR YOU TO DO
If you have an assortment of lenses of various diameters, the students can
explore the effect of the lens diameter on the image. Ideally, they would
work with a pair of lenses with the same focal length but different
diameter. You can suggest that the larger the lens, the more light it focuses
on the image. Implicit in this explanation is the idea that the light from an
object is fanning out in all directions.

A c t i v i t y  1  A

E f f e c t  o f  L e n s  S i z e

Do not allow students
to use very bright lights or the
sun as the source of the rays
being focused.

Do not stare at the
bright spot made by focused
light rays.
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261Integrated Coordinated Science for the 21st Century

Activity 1 Lenses and Ray Optics
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For use with Communication, Chapter 6, ACTIVITY 1: Lenses and Ray Optics

Table of Lens Observations

Lens (#1 or #2) Object distance Image distance


